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This informed consent form is for able and disabled dancers who are invited to answer questionnaires, be interviewed and participate within practice based research surrounding improvisation and contact improvisation within the able dancer with narratives from the disabled dancer.

 Principle investigator: Kayleigh Meldrum 

Name of organization: University of Lincoln  

Name of Project and Version: An analysis of both the able and disabled dancer in relation to gender identity theory with specific reference to the male dancer

This Informed Consent Form has two parts: 

• Information Sheet (to share information about the study with you) 

• Certificate of Consent (for signatures if you choose to participate) 

You will be given a copy of the full Informed Consent Form 

Part I: Information Sheet 

Introduction 

I am Kayleigh Meldrum currently doing my maters at the University of Lincoln completing research based on gender identity theories and able and disabled dancers with specific reference to the male dancer. I am going to give you information and invite you to be part of this research. You do not have to decide today whether you will participate in the research. Before you decide, you can talk to anyone you feel comfortable with about the research. If this consent form contains anything you don’t understand please feel free to ask any questions about the information provided and I will take time to explain. If you have questions later, you can ask myself at any given time.

Purpose of the research 

Gender identity in both past and present is a discussion throughout society that we have the question of what is gender? Asking how people identify themselves, do they still identify themselves as the gender they were given at birth or do they identify differently to how they were born. Over recent years this has become more of a spoken term within dance and how we identify ourselves due to people becoming more open with the subject of gender. The purpose of this study is to use improvisation and contact improvisation which are explorations of the body in relationship to one’s self and others bodies. Specifically having response to using fundamentals to using weight baring, touch, movement awareness, music, materials and being spontaneous. Improvisation and contact improvisation will be used to generate a practice-based way of working surrounding the able dancer with focus on gender identity. Eventually creating footage to produce into a film in which will be shown in July based around gender identity with spectators watching taking the male gaze and gaze into consideration.

Type of Research Intervention

The research will involve male able and disabled dancers due to there being less investigation surrounding men within the dance industry, especially when involving the male disabled dancer. The exploration involves the male disabled dancer as the intentions are to investigate the narrative from the disabled dancer through the use of interviews and take part in questionnaires in which you will be used in relation to the able-bodied participants involved within the study.  As an able-bodied participant, it will involve participation using contact improvisation and improvisation activities

with other male able dancers. During these investigations you will be asked to consider your gender identity and how gender is affected or replaced when you are dancing, thinking about the social, political, working environment community and dance industry as a whole. You will be asked to answer questions and take part will in  a series of interview questions. Discussions will last between 30 minuets to an hour and the interviews will last 30 minutes to an hour. For the able body participants, you will be asked to take part in multiple workshops during creation for the outcome. 

Participant Selection 

You are being invited to take part in this research as I feel that your experience as both able and disabled dancers can help contribute to the understanding of gender identity within the able and disabled dance with reference specific reference to the male. The idea is to help gain further knowledge and understanding around gender identity within the dance industry as it is believed to be more of a controversial topic in present day then it was in the past. It will also allow participants to gain further knowledge surrounding the male able and disabled dancer due to the research being so minimal surrounding the topic.


Example of question to elucidate understanding: how can we transform ideas of gender identity theories surrounding the male able and disabled dancer’s attitudes assumptions towards gender within dance? 

Voluntary Participation 

Your participation in this research is entirely voluntary. It is your choice whether you participate or not. If you choose not to participate you are able to remove yourself from participation or if you are unsure about participation, please ask any question you wish surrounding the study. This will not affect or change the research and it will continue as followed.

Procedures 

A. I am asking you to help myself and others learn more about gender identity within the able and disabled dancer with reference to the male. I am inviting you to take part in the project as an able dancer, if you accept you will be asked to: Participate in both contact improvisation and improvisation, respond to questionnaires given, be asked to respond to interview questions as well as taking part in the filming for the final product. As a disabled dancer you will be asked to respond to a series of questionnaires that will be used in the final case study alongside the able dancer’s practice. 

B. The types of questions both able and disabled dancers will be asked surround gender identity, improvisation, contact improvisation and working together with the able and disabled body. These questionnaires will be sent out by me to companies and other artist, also they will be used at the start of the process and the end of the process with able dancers participating within the practical to see if their idea of gender has changed or remained the same. During the interview process with male dancers in and out of the practice being undertaken I will ask are series of question surrounding gender, identity, masculinity and working with other dancers. There will also be a discussion undertaken at the beginning of the process to guide what we will be looking at and to make sure everyone taking part is comfortable with the process. There will also be the option to ask any questions people may have about the research within this discussion both before and after. These discussions will be both video and tape – recorded but no one will be identified by name. The tapes and videos will be kept in a file that is confidential and no one except myself and Kirsty Russell can access. These will be destroyed after 4 weeks.

During the interview, I and you will sit down in a place you feel comfortable in or outside the studio, face to face discussion or skype call. If you do not wish to answer any of the questions during the interview, you may say so and the interviewer will move onto the next question. No one else but I will be present during the interview unless you would like someone else there. The information being recorded is confidential and no one else apart from myself and Kirsty Russell will have access to the information documented during the interview. The entire interview will be tape and video recorded, but no – one will be identified by name on tape. The documentation will be kept on a safe file which will be password protected as the information that is recorded is confidential, and no one else expect myself and Kirsty Russell will have access to the tapes. These recordings will be destroyed after 4 weeks.
Duration 

The research will take place over 3 - 5 days in total. During that time of the practice will answer the same questionnaire at the beginning and end of the process and interviews will be conducted with those who are willing to participate and will filmed and participate in a final documentation which will be shown on the 29th July. The research project itself will take place over three months conducted through a written practice as well. If you decide to take part within the study know that each interview will take 30 minutes to an hour and will take place either in or out of the studio, face to face or skype.

Risks 

If the discussion is on a sensitive topic surrounding gender, for example discussing how you identify yourself when it comes to gender. If I am asking you to share or dance about that is very personal and confidential and may make you feel uncomfortable surrounding this topic you do not have to answer any questions or take part. You do not have to give reason into not taking part within any practice, questionnaire or interview or for refusing to take part. 

Benefits 

There will benefits into taking part in this study as it gives a chance to find out new information surrounding gender identity and it is able to help us as dancers find out more about how gender identity within a male dance needs more discussion.

Confidentiality 

The research being done within this practice may draw attention if you wish to participate you may be asked questions by other dancers within the industry. I will not be sharing any information about you to anyone else outside of the group or discussion with my supervisor. The information that is collected within this research project will be kept private. Any information that is provided about you will have a number (unless stated otherwise) on it instead of your name. Only myself and supervisor will know what your numbers are and information will be kept safely in a file and sorted away any information given digitally will be kept in a file on my computer with a password to access. It will no be shared or given to anyone expect myself and Kirsty Russell who have access to the information. 

The following applies to focus groups: 

As research of this project I ask you and others taking part not to talk to people outside of discussions and participation about what the study is about or what is said. I will, in other words, ask each of you to keep what is designed, discussed, or what you have answered confidential to the research. You should know, however, that we cannot stop or prevent participants who were in the participation of this study from sharing things that should be confidential. 

Sharing the Results 

Nothing that is shared within this process will be shared with anybody outside the research, and nothing will be attributed to you by name. The knowledge that is gathered from this research will be shared with you, myself and Kirsty Russell (supervisor). Also, being placed into my dissertation anonymously unless told otherwise for others to look into for research later on making it available to university students to use. Each participant will receive and summary of everything if they wish to.

Right to Refuse or Withdraw 

You do not have to take part in this research if you do not wish to do so, and choosing not to participate will not affect this study or any evaluations in any way. You may choose to stop participating in any discussions, questionnaires, practice or interviews at any time you wish. I will give you an opportunity at the end of the interviews, questionnaires, discussions or practice to review anything done or said. You can ask to modify or remove anything form these if you do not agree with my notes or if I did not understand what you said correctly. 

Who to Contact

If you have any questions before the process or being involved within the process please email 14522254@students.lincoln.ac.uk or meldrumkayleigh11@gmail.com. If you are participating within the practical side of the study you can ask them before, during and after the process. It you wish to ask any questions later please contact one of the emails above. This proposal has been reviewed by the University of Lincoln to make sure participants are protected throughout this study to ensure confidentiality is being maintained throughout this study.
Part II: Certificate of Consent 
I have been invited to participate in research on the analysis of both able and disabled dancers in relation to gender identity theories with specific reference to the male dancer.
(This section is mandatory)

I have read the foregoing information, or it has been read to me. I have had the opportunity to ask questions about it and any questions I have been asked have been answered to my satisfaction. I consent voluntarily to be a participant in this study 
Print Name of Participant__________________





Signature of Participant ___________________
Date ___________________________


Day/month/year

 

If illiterate 

I have witnessed the accurate reading of the consent form to the potential participant, and the individual has had the opportunity to ask questions. I confirm that the individual has given consent freely. 

Print name of witness____________    

 
Signature of witness    _____________
Date ________________________

                Day/month/year

Statement by the researcher/person taking consent
I  have accurately read out the information sheet to the potential participant, and to the best of my ability made sure that the participant understands that the following will be done:

1.

2.
3.
I confirm that the participant was given an opportunity to ask questions about the study, and all the questions asked by the participant have been answered correctly and to the best of my ability. I confirm that the individual has not been coerced into giving consent, and the consent has been given freely and voluntarily. 
  

 A copy of this ICF has been provided to the participant.
Print Name of Researcher/person taking the consent________________________





Signature of Researcher /person taking the consent__________________________

Date ___________________________




                 Day/month/year
� A  literate witness must sign (if possible, this person should be selected by the participant and should have no connection to the research team). Participants who are illiterate should include their thumb print as well.  
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